; ' " Poc BYRUNDI -
A//’ _ AR L 2 3. 7[%%%?@?

& PR (v [ 2677

* FORM DS 322{0CR}
| 126711 | 281540z sun 73|  RoGERS YR foL 7 OA
A | -

1.

'IVNOLLVN IHL LV

s,

AF/C:WHSIEFKEN:LJM )
k/28/73 EXT:21418 ’
AF/MR. DNEWSOM

o
LT e

AF/C:HJCOHEN

IMMEDIATE BUJUMBURA

_ROUTINE ADDIS ABABA. BRUSSELS. DAR ES SALAAM. KIGALI.
: ~ JKINSHASA. LAGOS: ROME. USUN NY

‘ : DDN
\ E-0. 1lk52: N/A WHS

, TAGS: PINS+ PFOR+ BYa US O~
| SUBJECT: ASST. SEC. NEWSOM - BURUNDI AMBASSADOR NDABANIWE ”Jé§;i
JUNE @27 )
FEETIN AN o sueunor- 45
| XR. PoL 239 BuRUNDI
P 1. AMB- NDABANIWE STATED FOLLOWING HIS CONVERSATION WITH
. MR. NEWSOM THURSDAY JUNE 21 {REFTELY} HE HAD IMMEDIATLY
H CONTACTED MOFA-. BUJUMBURA TO TRANSMIT NEWSOM COMMETENTS.
¥ HE FOUND OUT MOFA WAS AWARE OF US ACTIVITIES AND WAS
: ATTEMPTING TO CONTACT HIM. THE AMB. WAS INSTRUCTED TO
SEEK FURTHER CLARIFICATION OF CERTAIN PI30INTS AND THEN
RETURN FOR CONSULTATIONS. HE DEPARTS WASHINGTON AFTERNOON
‘WED. JUNE 2a.
2. FIRST POINT AMB. NDABANIWE WISHED CLAIRIFIED WAS IN
VIEW OF USG POSITION THAT BURUNDI PROBLEM REQUIRED
INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSION AND ACTIVITY. DID WE PLAN TO o
BRING IT BEFORE INTERNATIONAL FORUM? IF SO, HOW AND
WHERE?
3. MR. NEWSOM REPLIED THAT DURING EVENTS IN BURUNDI LAST
YEAR+ WE HAD CONSULTED WITH AFRICN%AN LEADERS+ WHEN IT
, APPEARED THAT THERE WAS TO BE A RECURRENCE OF LAST YEARS
( EVENTS. IT WAS NATURAL THAT WE SHOULD AGAIN SEEK F#THEIR
1 IDEAS AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THEY CONSIDERED SITUATION
SERIOUS ENOUGH TO TAKE SOME ACTION. WE FELT THIS WAS

NECESSARY: %B THE ACTIONS IN BURUNDI AND THE INACTION
N

ELSEWHERE. AFRICA HAD ADVERSE EFFECTS ON OUR CAPABILITY
’ TQ M@ﬁ{ MITH PROBLEMS £LSNHERE IN AFRICA. OUTSIDE OF
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THESE CONSULTATIONS. THE USG DID NOT REPEAT NOT PLAN TO

RAISE MATTER IN INTERNATIONAL FORUM AT THIS TIME.

4. THE AMBASSADOR SAID HE WAS QUITE SATISFIED WITH THAT

ANSWER AND POSED HIS SECOND QUESTION. INVIWZEW OF OUR

SUGGESTION FOR AN OAU MISSION TO BURUNDI~ THE GRB WOULD

LIKE TO KNOW THE NATURE OF THE MISSION WE PROPOSED

I.E. MILITARY. POLITICAL~ CIVILIAN? WHAT WOULD BE ITS

ROLE AND WHO WOULD BE IN CHARGE? HOW LONG WOULD IT LAST?

5. MR. NEWSOM SAID IN ANALYZING THE LATEST DISTURBANCES

IN BURUNDI. IT APPEARED THEY RESULTED FROM THE REFUGEE

ATTACH¥KS ON BURUNDI WHICH IN TURN LED TO REPRISALS AND

A HEIGHTENED LEVEL OF FEAR ON BOTH SIDES. IF OAU HOLDS

PROBLEM IS STRICTLY INTERNAL. IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT FOR

THEM TO INTERVENE IN ANY WAY. HOWEVER WE CONSIDERED THE

PRESENCE OF REFUGEE CAMPS ALONG BORDER AND REBEL ATTACKS

FROM THESE CAMPS AS PROVIDING BASIS FOR OAU ACTIVITY.

WE HOPED AN OAU MISSION WOULD SERVE TO CURTAIL ACTIVITIES

BY REBELS FROM THESE CAMPS AND PREVENT FURTHER

| DIST RBANCES. THE NATURE OF THE MISSION~ LENGHT. ROLE-
ETC. WOULD BE DECIDED BY THE OAU IF THEY DEEMED SUCH A

‘MISSION APPROPRIATE.

b. AMB. NDABANIWE EXPRESSED ST®ATISFACTION WITH ANSWER

BUT POINTED OUT THAT BURUNDI'S PROBLEMS HAD OTHER

INTERNATIONAL CAUSES. HE THEN CITED ACTIVITIES BY

CHRISTIAN TRADE UNION IN BELGIUM B¥DURING PAST AND

RECENTLY+ AIMED AT OVERTHROW OF GOVERNMENT IN BURLINDI.

MOST OF H%THIS DISCUSSION REFERRED TO PIERRE JACQUES'

LETTER. HE ALSO CITED RWANDAN RADIO BROADCAST INCITING

HUTU TO COMMIT GENOCIDE AGAINST TUTSI. HE SAID IF THE

USG WANTED TO TAKE ACTIVE ROLE N% IN HELPING BURUNDI.

. WE SHOULD PRESENT DEMARCHES TO BELGIAN AND RWANDAN

! GOVERNMENTS TO STOP THESE ACTIVITIES AGAINST GRB-

i . 7. MR. NEWSOM THEN RESTATED THAT OUR ACTIVITIES WERE AIMED

: AT ALERTING BURUNDI AND OTHER AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS TO

| ADANGER OF EVENTS SUCH AS HAVE OCCURRED LAST YEAR AND

! THIS YEAR. HE THEN STATED QUOTE THE MESSAGE I WISH TO

i CONVEY IS THAT NORMAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE US AND BURUNDI

|

|

AND OUR ABILITY TO BE POSITIVE ON ISSUES OF CONCERN TO
BLACK AFRICAN LEADERS ARE JEOPARDIZED IF BURUNDI OR
AFRICAN LEADERS DO NOT TAKE STEPS TO INSURE THAT THIS
HORRIBLE HUMAN TRAGEDY DOES NOT OCCUR AGAIN. HOW TO STOP

| IT IS A PROBLEM FOR THE COUNTRIES IN THE AREA END QUOTE.
HE THEN CITED RECENT REPORTS THAT THE SITUATION IN BURUNDI
WAS IMPROVING AND THAT PRES. MICOMBERS HAD A$MADE A

| BROADCAST WHICH CLEARLY INDIA%CATED HIS DESIRE TO AVOID

‘ FUTURE EVENTS OF THIS KIND.

! 8. THE BURLINDI AMB. THEN ASKED AGAIN T#WHAT THE CONDITIONS
IN BURUNDI HHAT THE US REGARDED AS NECESSARY FOR RE-
ESTABLISHUNENT OF NORMAL RELATIONS.

. | ‘aﬂg ;QH SAID HE. DID NOT PRESUHE TO TELL GRB HOW TO

‘\, . - -
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RUN COUNTRY BUT POINTED OUT THAT FEELING IN US WAS
GENERALLY THAT GRB WAS MINORITY GOVERNMENT EXERTING
FORCED DOMINATION OF LARGE MAJORITY SIMILIAR TO SITUATION
IN SOUTHERN WHITE RULED AFRICA. HE STATED THAT THIS
WAS NOT OFFICIAL USG VIEW. BUT WAS OPINION HE ENCOUNTERED-.
HE SAID HIS ROLE WAS TO EXPLAIN THE PROBLEM TO THE
BURUNDI AMBASSADOR SO THAT HIS GOVERNMENT COULD UNDFR-
STANMD AN PATANLWE VUK LSSUE WITH THIS VIEW OF BURUNDI-
BUT SAID HE UNDERSTOOD IT WAS PUBLIC OPINION- NOT USG
PR¥OSITION-
1l. MR. NEWSOM THEN RESTATED THAT USG WAS UNDER STRONG
PRESSURE TO TAKE STEPS AGAINST GRB. BUT DID NOT WANT
TO DO SO0. IT IS UP TO GRB TO TAKE NECESSARY STEPS IN
ORDER THAT US AND BURUNDI RELATIONS MAY BE RESTORED TO
NORMAL LEVELS-
l2. THE DISCUSSION ENDED ON FRIENDLY NOTE WITH MUTUAL
STATEMENTS OF APPRECIATION FOR FRANKNESS AND HONESTY.
THE BURUNDI AMBASSADOR SAID HE WOULD FAITHFULLY REPORT

USG POSITION TO GRB AND LOOKED FORWARD TO CONTINUING
DIALOGUE UPON HIS RETURN. %Y

2

\;; !5:;»\%1;. } ——— T f AL N, .. I
'DECLASSIFIED s T
PA/HO Department of State

E.O. 12958, as amended

[ — May 4, 2006

SIAHOUY TYNOLLYN 3HL 1V 030NC0N3aN



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

